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Additionally, MARS sponsors, mentors, and coaches a drone
team for students in grades 8-9; FIRST LEGO League Challenge
(FLL-C) teams for students in grades 4–8; and FIRST LEGO
League Explore (FLL-E) teams for students in grades 2-4.

Mountaineer Area RoboticS (MARS), FIRST® Robotics
Competition (FRC) Team 2614, was founded in 2008 by five
members of a former three-time West Virginia state champion
FIRST LEGO® League team to continue the exploration of STEM
education during high school. MARS serves approximately 40
students from year-to-year in grades 8–12.

MARS welcomes all people without regard to race,
ethnicity, color, religion, national origin, sex, gender,
sexual orientation, ancestry, abilities, economic or
family status, life situation, veteran status, or
philosophy. We strive to be an inclusive environment
for all individuals by advocating for and providing
equal treatment to all.
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MIP Lead

Student Leadership Council

MARS has four subteams: mechanical, electrical, outreach
and public relations, and programming. Each subteam
elects a student lead to organize and report progress.
These leads also serve on the Student Leadership Council,
along with three administrative leaders elected by the
entire team. The council facilitates internal
communication, sets team goals, and appoints leaders for
both the Diversity Committee and MARS Innovation Process.

outreach/pr

presidentsecretary administrator

mechanical electrical programming

the MARS Innovation Process (MIP) is a new system that
places emphasis on student-led projects. After the
initial design of the robot is made, students can
prototype and test new iterations of the robot’s
subsystems. MIP encourages the refinement of concrete
and abstract skills, providing experiences that
translate throughout students’ lives.

student leadershipstudent leadership

The council annually appoints a MIP Lead. The MIP lead
reviews design proposals and assists students with
testing and refining their ideas. This allows new ideas
to be integrated easily and allows for a more flexible
design model. Then they present to the council, MIP
Lead, and the Lead Technical Mentor who decides if the
new idea gets integrated into the robot.
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Diversity Committee

 

The MARS Diversity Committee brings together members
from various backgrounds to outline and promote MARS’
goals of maintaining inclusivity for everyone irrespective
of race, gender, sexual orientation, physical ability, or
economic circumstances. It is MARS’ mission to promote a
safe and welcoming environment in STEM.

chair

MARS' Equity Action Plan outlines initiatives to further
inclusion in STEM. To increase team diversity and provide
broader access to stem, we focus on underserved communities
such as the LGBTQ+ community, disabled individuals, and
Students in depressed socio-Economic areas. The Plan's
current Initiatives include receiving safe zone training,
providing STEMcrafts to patients with impaired motor-skills,
and utilizing the Hybrid Model to reach rural Communities. 

This season, MARS volunteered as menstrual equity
ambassadors, providing period products at competitions and
in our workspaces. additionally, Mars is working with wvu
student government to provide period products campus wide.

diversity Committee equity & inclusion

To address the lack of period
products at competitions, Team
1868, Space Cookies, founded the
FIRST M.E. Ambassador program. 
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